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and signed bonds by which they jointly engaged
to make good all future losses.

Onerous as these terms were, the agreement
came not a moment too soon. The news of it
reached Aurungzeeb just in time to procure the
reversal of an order he had Issued, putting a final
stop to all European trade in his dominions. He
told the Surat Governor to settle the matter in
his own way. In pursuance of the agreement,
the Dutch convoyed the Mecca pilgrims and
patrolled the entrance to the Red Sea, besides
making a payment of Rs.70,000 to the Governor ;
the English paid Rs.305000 and patrolled the
South Indian seas; while the French made a
similar payment and policed the Persian Gulf.

An experience of the Benjamin yacht at this
time showed that pirates were not prone to
wanton mischief, where there was no plunder to
be gained. In November, the yacht lay at
Honore, taking in a cargo of pepper, when the
well-known pirate ships Pelican, Soldado, and
Resolution came into harbour for provisions.
Seeing the Bombay Governor's yacht, they
naturally concluded that some attempt would be
made to prevent the natives from supplying their